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Introduction

The evidence of time in Architecture, its relevance, its consequence, its preservation, its adaptations, its destruction and so on and so forth are often debated amongst architects of today.In 'What Time is This Place' Kevin Lynch deals with these issues and attempts to clarify the role of Time and Place in architecture.

The book begins by stating that 'Change and recurrence are the sense of being alive' .The world around us is continually changing, and much of it is our own creations. Any arguments of planning all come down to the management of this change. The quality of the personal image of time is crucial for individual well being and also for success in managing changes, and the external built environment plays a role in supporting this image of time. Therefore architecture and the image of a time are inevitably inter connected

The discussions range from historical preservations to the forms of transitions, futurism, time signals, time perception, disaster, renewal and revolution. Even while he talks about transitions or historical preservations or futurist revolutions, there is always a strong emphasis on the present – and the necessity and the desirability of change. This is the most interesting part of the book.

The first chapter of the book begins by sketching out several real cases of environmental change. Following there is a discussion of place as an emblem of past , present and future time. These are then knitted together by biology, psychology and sociology of the time. Towards the end he discusses the crucial issues of environmental change management and social changes and the relation between them. A final chapter summarizes the ideas for policy which emerges from these discussions.

What s most interesting in his discussions, is his complete emphasis on the present, and therefore the emphasis on the irrelevance of the past and future to certain extend. Chapter two, ‘The Presence of the Past’ is therefore interesting to discuss in this case, to review his outlook on the past and the present.

Chapter 2 : The Presence of the Past

Throughout the world, there is always fragments of an obsolete physical environment preserved, so that they become relics of the time gone by, Such preservations are often costly and cause endless difficulty for new developments. The past is familiar, a possession in which we may feel secure and perhaps this is reason why there are always endless fights about conservation when any change occurs.

The idea of preservation first appeared in western Europe at about 1500 in the form of an attraction towards relic buildings to the point of constructing from ruins. During the 18th century this was a phenomenon between the upper class fashion and by the nineteenth century it became the intellectual baggage of all middle class travelers. It first began by saving particular buildings, especially houses associated with patriotic figures, reinforcing national solidarity. Later this patriotic emphasis merged with the enthusiasm for ruins of the romantic tradition and architectural preservation emerged as a movement. The scientific motives of archeology and the economic ones of tourist promotion appeared later. It often happens that a once prosperous city, or building suffers a rapid economic decline and they remain stagnant for long periods of time and continue to be occupied and partially maintained for a while. This pattern is not only seen in small towns which have decayed and then revived, but also in inner parts of large cities that have stagnated while the rest of the city continues to grow. The possibility of bearing the costs of preservation on these projects by a second period pf wealth is often not realistic. Since if anything is preserved it becomes the symbol of a particular period, it becomes a continuum of time in a sense. Most often then not it relates to this sense of continuation in time in a much distorted way. Mostly since what is preserved are often the prosperous examples.

There are several ways of dealing with a valued piece of an old environment. It can simply be saved from destruction by moving it away, it can be repaired by minor repairs and refurbishing, or it can be reconstructed carefully as a copy of the original else where. Reconstruction itself is done in several ways. Sometimes the historical reconstruction is done in regular intervals, preserving not the old materials but rather the ancient form. Another doctrine states that only the external shell needs to be preserved or reconstructed and the insides can go through functional and architectural modifications. In this case there are always issues regarding what kinds of modifications are possible and to what degree they are acceptable. One may also take a purely intellectual view, aiming to learn as much accurately about the past as possible and only secondly to preserve them. All these different approaches have different consequences on the present environment. Strict preservation is the most pessimistic view. It makes the building stagnant and passive.

 Since these issues always come up with preservation, what is perhaps most important to deal with is what pieces of the environment needs to be preserved. As vexing the doctrine of preservation is the definition of its purpose. What are we looking for in preservation? What neds to be preserved? Why do we have to preserve are universal questions that can have different opinions from people concerned. Every thing, every person, every event is historic. In that sense, we will need to preserve everything that exists, and do not allow any change. This is once again very evidently non realistic. Though under the banner of preservation we have saved many isolated buildings which are of no significant consequence in the present, and at the same time we wipe out substantial areas in of used environment, at great social cost to be replaced by a new setting that lacks the desirable features of the old. This dilemma may justify a monitoring system, which would warn us of the need to consider saving of some environmental type as remaining example of that type became scarce or have a valid reason in the preservation type that relates to the present, or perhaps is an education for the present and grow with it simultaneously.

If old environments are superior to new ones (sometimes they are, sometimes not) then we must study them to see what these superior qualities are, so that we can achieve them in a new way.

 Therefore preservation should not be solely limited to the prosperous or monumental examples from the past. They should in some way illustrate the full spectrum of the culture that existed in the period. In regulating the replacement of older areas the focus should be on identifying the present values in existing buildings and therefore considering the new developments that are possible to better the quality of the existing.

 Thus there should be a plural attitude towards preservation. Where it is a scientific study , it should be possible for dissection, recording and storage of the material. When it is for the enhancement of the present to show the value of time flow, it should accommodate a over view of the culture the time has seen and should be allowed to have creative demolition and additions that makes it not merely a stagnant dead exhibit for momentary thrill of tourists. 
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